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Dear

This will confirm your recent conversation with STAT

STAT

of my staff, during which it was indicated that we are experiencing some
problems with certain FOIA referrals from the CIA.

When making referrals originally, a copy of the actual document was
forwarded. More recently, however, only document citations have been
referred. This new procedure requires that we search our files to try
to locate the cited documents. Frequently, we are unable to locate all
the citations and must call your case officer and request a copy of those
documents not located. Not only does this search cause us to expend
significant amounts of money in computer search time but it causes delays
in responding to the requestor, as well. Another problem which has arisen
recently 1s the referral of citations for which no documents exist., Such
was the case in the eferral, where we had destroyed our records
and, upon calling the CIA case officer, determined that the CIA had also des-
troyed the records and that nothing existed but the citations. As you know,
the FOIA does not require us to address those instances in which only citations
exist.

In the interest of saving money and search time, and in providing a
more timely response to the requestor, it would be appreciated if, when
making subsequent referrals, copies of the actual documents could be
forwarded.

Sincerely,

STAT

ChleT, POIICY Stalr
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